AIA Chicago
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Interface

contact us:
Scott Cryer: scottcryer75@yahoo.com
Nootan Bharani: noot@nadesignlab.com

AIA Bridge proposal for Community Interface:

Scott Cryer, Nootan Bharani, Abraham Rodriguez,
Katherine Darnstadt, Laura Bowe, Lisa Kulisek, Megan
Burgess, Justin Olson, Karl Gustafson

Who wants to participate?

e Socially minded architects and designers.

e Students and recent graduates looking for
professional experience

e Professionals seeking pro-bono experience
o A/E firms looking to fulfill community service
commitments

e Socially minded professionals with specific
expertise in engineering, finance, construction,
code interpretation, etc.

© 1% / Public Architecture program growing
at a rate of 12 firms a week; over 650 firms
nationwide to date

e Architecture for Humanity: 60 chapters
worldwide, 300 new chapter inquiries per year
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Launch

Mission Statement

The Community Interface Committee is
dedicated to increasing the visibility and

participation of architects within community

groups and non-profit organizations.

The Committee will act as:

1. A network and forum for exchange of
knowledge related to public interest work.
2. A point of contact for community groups
and non profit groups that seek solutions.

3. A liaison between the AlA and established

pro-bono design groups
4. Support for architects’ involvement in
civic activities

Who needs help?

e Communities with un-addressed design problems.
e Nonprofit organizations in need of design
solutions. Design services could encompass
graphic design, ADA/accessibility upgrades,
marketing materials, life safety concerns,
building code violations as well as a full range of
architectural design services.

e Partner organizations within Chicago such

as Architecture for Humanity (AFH), Architects,
Designers and Planners for Social Responsibility
(ADPSR), City Design Center at the University of
lllinois at Chicago, and Archeworks.

e Qver 350 organizations have registered with
Pulbic Architecture’s 1% program nationwide
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Interface

Non-Profit Firm
Community Service
Groups

Community

Interface

Volunteer

Design
Organizations

Our strength in problem solving can be

applied to provide solutions for a wide array of
dilemmas facing communities and nonprofit
organizations. Active involvement of the
architectural profession in community related
design concerns will build stronger connections
with Chicago residents and acquaint them

to the benefits of working with a designer.
Together we can:

¢ Address a need in our communities

* Redefine the public image of architects

e Provide experience & leadership opportunities
e Mentor young architects

e Enhance dialogue between those that need
design services & those that can provide them
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Establish

—_— e

e conduct interest survey of AIA Chicago

e conduct needs survey of non profit organizations
e create list of committee members

e members commit to be a part of a community
group or non profit organization

e create web-accessible data base of members

e create web-accessible data base of non-profits
e define Continuing Education Unit opportunities

e launch party

e connect organizations with architects or firms
e direct individuals to established pro-bono groups
e lunch time lecture series for CEUs

e project site visits for CEUs

e acknowledge member work in magazine

e collaborate with Working with an Architect for
presentations directed to Community groups

e coordinate service opportunities between
established AIA Chicago Knowledge Communities
e research future opportunities such as creating
an RFP process, social advocacy-based design
awards program, or a full Design Collaborative

After laying the ground work and establishing
credibility in communities, the committee can
pursue numerous public work related endeavors:
discussion with political leaders, public health
and public legal aid professionals to establish
greater rights for under-housed and underserved;
elect architects to serve on City Council; provide
student internships in conjunction with public
architecture education programs at Chicago firms;
start a Chicago Community Design Collaborative



From 2007 AIA Code of Ethics: Sample Questions

E.S. 2.2 Public Interest Services: For AIA Membership:

Members should render public interest e Do you currently do community service/ community outreach? If yes, more than the 2 hours allowed
professional services, including pro bono services, to be reported for CE credit?

and encourage their employees to render such e Do you think an AIA committee that focused on Best Practice with respect to Community Outreach
services. Pro bono services are those rendered would encourage you to take part in more Community Outreach activities?

without expecting compensation, including those o if you had to choose one segment of the population or one underserved area of research what would it be?
rendered for indigent persons, after disasters, or

in other emergencies. For community groups
;is' 2b'3 Clvr']c Rlzslr))or.]smlll |ty(:j in civic activiti e What kinds of pro bono (free) or reduced rate service, if any, do you currently receive from
i : rznzr:ns d 01:0 fes:g]r:lz;:eanl(? :I;\gclscst“rl'l ffoas professionals (doctors, lawyers, the AMA, ABA)?
itiz i , u iv ) . .
J ¢ Have you ever used the services of an architect or another design group?

improve public appreciation and understanding of
architecture and the functions and responsibilities ~ ® Would you be interested in finding out more about what architects do?

of architects.
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